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Grade Level Expectations (GLEs) 

Fourth & Fifth Grade 
Communication Intermediate Low 

Learners… Interpersonal Communication 

1.1A React appropriately in various situations encountered in daily living.  (Expressing empathy, sympathy, joy, 
saddness, frustration, anger) § maintain simple sentence-

level conversations. May 
initiate talk spontaneously 
without relying on 
questions or prompts. 

 
§ give simple descriptions 

successfully. 
 
§ may attempt longer, more 

complex sentences. Few, if 
any, connectors are used. 

 

§ use mostly present tense 
verbs although awareness 
of other tenses (i.e., future 
or past) may be evident. 

 
§ many grammatical 

inaccuracies may be 
present. 

 

§ has basic vocabulary, 
permitting discussions of a 
personal nature and limited 
academic topics.  

 
§ serious gaps exist for 

discussing topics of 
general interest 

 
 
§ If speaker lacks precise 

word, use of circumlocution 
may be ineffective. May 
resort to native language. 

 

§ understand sentence-level 
speech in new contexts at 
a normal rate of speech 
although slow-downs may 
be necessary for unfamiliar 
topics. 

 
§ carry out commands 

without prompting.	
  

1.1B React appropriately  to offers, requests, suggestions, invitations in a variety of contexts.  

1.1C 
State likes, dislikes, and preferences in a variety of ways and support your  
point of view. 

1.1D Give descriptions with supporting details. 
1.1E Narrate a sequence of events that may span timeframes. 
1.1F  	
   Ask and give supported opinions on a variety of topics.   
1.1G 	
   Issue an invitation for a variety of purposes. 

1.1H 	
   Make arrangements (to meet, to work, etc) for a variety of events. 
1.1I  	
   Express regret and apology in a variety of ways.  
1.1J  	
   Ask how to say something by describing it in detail.   
1.1K 	
   Ask and answer questions on a variety of topics to expand knowledge on a given topic. 
1.1L  	
   State and explain a need in a variety of contexts.  
1.1M  	
   Ask for permission in more complex and culturally appropriate ways. 
1.1N  	
   Give basic instructions about how to do something. 

Interpretive Communication  
1.2A 	
  	
   Identify main ideas and supporting details when reading and listening.  

1.2B Demonstrate understanding of a variety of culturally-authentic  announcements, messages and ads 
encountered in daily life.    

1.2C Follow instructions in order to do something.  

Presentational Communication  
1.3A   Give presentations (spoken or written) on a familiar topic.  
1.3B Perform songs, recitations, skits using the target language.  
1.3C Write simple narratives that cross timeframes.   
1.3D Tell or retell a simple story.  

Culture  
Cultural Perspective and Practices  
2.1A Demonstrate appropriate social etiquette from the target culture in a variety of contexts with comfort. 

2.1B Illustrate and explain, using visuals and/or props, the importance of customs of target countries drawn from 
daily life, celebrations and traditions. 

2.1C Identify traditions and discuss the roles that traditions play in the target culture.  
2.1D Identify cultural perspectives that drive the cultural practices.   

Cultural Perspectives and Products  
2.2A Identify some cultural symbols and the meaning behind them.	
  

2.2B Identify some significant national or geographic monuments of the target culture and tell why they are 
important. 

2.2C Identify products of the culture studied and how they came to be identified with a particular region or country.    
2.2D Identify cultural perspectives that drive the cultural practices 

Students accomplish the above by… 
§ Connecting content from other disciplines to the target language; 
§ Accessing information only available in the target language; 
§ Comparing English to the target language; 
§ Comparing their culture to the target culture; 

1 

§ Experiencing the target language/culture both in their 
community  and within their classroom; 

§ Discovering how they can use their target language for 
personal enjoyment and life-long learning. 
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